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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 11826 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IT 

SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER FORLANI'S COMMENTS ON PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTIONS 

1 . DURING MY CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTER FORLANI JUNE 23, 

I TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO OBTAIN HIS VIEWS ON HOW THE 
FORTHCOMING PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS MAY COME OUT.AS 
A SENIOR CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC (DC) LEADER, FORLANI IS 
AN INTERESTED PARTICIPANT IN THE ELECTION PROCESS. 

SHOULD ZACCAGNINI BE ELECTED, FOR EXAMPLE, FORLANI WOULD 
BE A LEADING CANDIDATE TO REPLACE HIM AS PARTY SECRETARY. 

2. FORLANI DESCRIBED THE PHESENT SITUATION AS UNCERTAIN, 

COMPLICATED BY SOCIALIST LEADER CRAXI'S INSISTENCE ON 
ELECTION OF A PSI CANDIDATE. THE PSI HAD THREE CANDIDATES— 

BOBBIO, GIOLITTI AND DE MARTINO (THE LATTER FORLANI 
DESCRIBED AS FAVORED BY THE PCI). IN RESPONSE TO MY 
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QUESTION, FORLANI SAID HE BELIEVED CRAXI WAS SERIOUS IN 
WANTING A PSI PRESIDENT ELECTED. THE PSI STANCE HAD 
MADE IT MORE DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN SUPPORT FOR ZACCAGNINI 
(WHO FORLANI DESCRIBED AS THE "DC S CANDIDATE"). THIS 
IS BECAUSE TO THE LAY PARTIES ZACCAGNINI S CANDIDACY 
LOOKED LIKE THE PRODUCT OF A SECRET AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE DC AND PCI. FORLANI SAID HE WAS CONFIDENT THAT 
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NO SUCH SECRET UNDERSTANDING EXISTS. HOWEVER, IN 
POLITICS, HE SAID, "APPEARANCES ARE OFTEN AS IMPORTANT 
AS REALITY." ANDREOTTI MUST ALSO BE CONSIDERED A 
DC CANDIDATE, FORLANI SAID. HE MADE CLEAR, HOWEVER, 

HIS VIEW THAT THE DC WOULD BE BEST SERVED IF ANDREOTTI 
REMAINED AS PRIME MINISTER WHERE HIS TALENTS WERE MOST 
NEEDED. FORLANI INTERESTINGLY NEVER MENTIONED HIS FORMER 
MENTOR, FANFANI, AS A POSSIBLE DC CANDIDATE. 

3. FORLANI THEN RECOUNTED THE POSITION HE HAD TAKEN 
IN THE DC DIRECTORATE MEETING ON JUNE 20. IN RESPONSE 

TO DEMANDS BY THE PSI AND LAY PARTIES FOR A LAY PRESIDENT, 
FORLANI SAID THE DC SHOULD NOT CONSIDER THE ELECTION OF 
A SUITABLE LAY PRESIDENT AS "CATASTROPHIC." WITH THE 
EXCEPTION OF "SOME DELICATE PERIODS," THE PRESIDENCY, 

AFTER ALL, IS PRIMARILY CEREMONIAL IN CHARACTER. THERE 
WAS NO REASON WHY THE DC SHOULDN'T ACCEPT A "GOOD" 

LAY CANDIDATE. MOREOVER, THE DC S SUPPORT FOR A LAY 
CANDIDATE WOULD ALSO HAVE THE MERIT OF RECONSTRUCTING 
THE DC'S POLITICAL RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE LAY PARTIES. 

4. ASKED WHICH LAY CANDIDATE THE DC MIGHT PREFER, FORLANI 
SAID THAT THE DC COULD ACCEPT EITHER REPUBLICAN PRESIDENT 
LA MALFA OR THE FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
COURT. PAOLO ROSSI, WHO HAS TIES TO THE PSDI. LA MALFA 

HAD THE "DISADVANTAGE" FROM THE DC S POINT OF VIEW, 
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OF BEING MORE ACCEPTABLE TO THE PCI. OF THE TWO, THE 
DC WOULD THEREFORE PROBABLY PREFER ROSSI, A MAN OF 
GREAT INTELLECTUAL COURAGE AND HONESTY. UNFORTUNATELY, 
FORLANI SAID, BOTH LA MALFA AND ROSSI AT 75 AND 78 
WERE WELL ALONG IN YEARS. ALTHOUGH THEIR AGE WOULD 
NOT PRECLUDE THEIR ELECTION, FORLANI NOTED THAT TRAVELING 
ABROAD ON STATE VISITS WAS ONE OF THE MORE IMPORTANT 
FUNCTIONS OF AN ITALIAN PRESIDENT. PARTICULARLY IN MAIN- 
TAINING TIES WITH ITALY'S LARGE OVERSEAS COMMUNITIES. 

5. COMMENT: AS FORLANI AND OTHERS HAVE OBSERVED, THE 
PRESIDENTAIL CONTEST IS COMPLEX AND IS LIKELY TO BE 
LENGTHY. IT WOULD THEREFORE BE RASH TO ENGAGE IN PRE- 
DICTIONS. HOWEVER, THE DC'S INABILITY TO MOLD A PRE- 
ELECTION CONSENSUS IN FAVOR OF A DC CANDIDATE HAS 
IMPROVED THE CHANCES OF LAY CANDIDATES. THIS MEANS THAT 
DESPITE THEIR ADVANCED AGE, CANDIDATES SUCH AS LA 
MALFA AND ROSSI ARE BEING TAKEN SERIOUSLY. WHILE 

LA MALFA IS WELL KNOWN TO WASHINGTON, ROSSI MAY BE 
LESS SO. BASED ON MY PERSONAL ACQUAINTANCE WITH PAOLO 
ROSSI, I WOULD COMMENT THAT HE IS A MAN OF IMPRESSIVE 
INTELLECTUAL VIGOR. JUST AS ROSSI WAS OUTSPOKEN ANTI- 
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FASCIST IN THIRTIES, HE IS STRONGLY ANTI-COMMUNIST 
AND DEEPLY COMMITTED TO DEMOCRAIC VALUES. GARDNER 
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